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(Limelight). This bountiful anthology combines all the key early writings on film noir with many newer

essays, including some published here for the first time. The collection is assembled by the editors

of the Third Edition of Film Noir: An Enclyclopedic Reference to the American Style , now regarded

as the standard work on the subject.
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This is a very informative collection of views on film noir and its far-reaching style.

Silver and Ursini's 1996 anthology has quickly become an essential tome for students of film noir

everywhere, and with very good reason. Divided into three parts - "Seminal Essays", "Case Studies"

and "Noir Then and Now" - it offers a comprehensive selection of essays defining the genre in

general and exploring specific instances and variations over the last 70-odd years. Even without the

other volumes, this is pretty much all a college-level film student could need or desire for building a

solid understanding of the genre and appreciating the central debates it's aroused. General

viewers/readers, however, can probably do without the specialist jargon, arcane hair-splitting, and

density of argumentation that ultimately consume any academic discipline, and the personal

attacks: a large part of Silver's introduction is, astonishingly, dedicated to poleaxing other writers -

quite pointedly, Marc Vernet, in whose misspelling of Silver's name Silver reads a dark tendency

towards pre-judgment and other fatal flaws in Vernet's critical apparatus, such as a solipsistic



arrogance that can presume to correct anomalies it does not understand. Whatever, Alan. Sorry -

Alain. If you're writing your own academic essays, or enjoy probing the neuroses of disgruntled

academics, then that kind of thing might be useful to you. But general readers will be much better

served by one of the dozens of non-academic survey volumes, such as those by Barry Gifford (God

forgive me, Alain, I know you hate him so), or, if they're feeling more adventurous, Nicholas

Christopher's "Somewhere in the Night" which gives a fluent and accessible exploration of film noir

by using the American city as a way into it.

Great book from a great seller!

This is a book that has multiple articles about Film Noir. While a couple of the articles give a nice

technical critique about Noir some of them are just exhausting. Some authors cannot determine

what in their opinion is Noir; They would just say well that movie got it wrong or that critic did not

know what he was talking about, without determining what they are actually looking for in a movie or

critique. Some authors just name drop (movies, actors,directors, and critics) and for someone who

is just getting into Noir this can just kill you because you're like hmmm... I didn't watch all these

movies and don't know these people.

Great item! And came quickly!

Read this and all volumes to get the panorama of this great genre of film. Highly recommended to

film aficionados and film noir buffs.

This first of a series by Alain Silver and James Ursini brings together a diverse and informative

collection of essays going back to early film noir scholarship. I learned more about noir from this

book than from any other single publication.

I needed this book for class. It was very helpful while I was in the film noir class. Has a lot of stories

and examples of course material that will be covered in a Noir Film class.
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